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The HMNF is encourages area students to read
and learn about Florida and Florida history
and has endorsed a list of recommended
books about for elementary school students
courtesy of the Niceville Library.

Top 10 Florida Books for

Elementary School Students
Courtesy of the Children’s Librarian at Niceville Library

The Early People of Florida by Eva Deutsch Costabel
Panther: Shadow of the Swamp by Jonathan London
Florida A to Z by Susan Jane Ryan
Everglades by Jean Craighead George
Florida by Sandra Friend

Florida Panthers: Struggle for Survival
by William Caper Seminole

Children and Elders Talk Together
by E. Barrie Kavasch Florida

Manatees: Warm Water Miracles by Meisch Goldish
Journey with Florida’s Indians by Kelly G. Weitzel

African Americans in Florida
by Maxine D. Jones and Kevin M. McCarthy
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Juniper Creek at the Head of Boggy Bayou

By: Elisa Nathey Mitchiner

It has been said that the heart-
beat of the Twin Cities of Niceville and
Valparaiso is the recreational park that
the City of Niceville developed at the
head of Boggy Bayou. With the fol-
lowing history it seems fitting that the
Creek’s historic name be recognized.
When the pioneer settlers arrived to work
in the profitable timber industry Juniper
Creek was at the head of Boggy Bayou. Based
on the Survey of 1826 Land District West Ter-
ritory of Florida for Township 1 South, Range
23 West and for Township 1 South, Range 22
West, Juniper Creek flows into Boggy Bayou.
In 1963, the Survey of 1826 was cited in a legal
decision involving property bordering Juniper
Creek at the head of Boggy Bayou.

A number of historical maps have Ju-
niper Creek at the head of Boggy Bayou. An
1880 map of Florida shows it starting in Santa
Rosa County and entering Choctawhatchee Bay
in Walton County. A Walton County map in
1882 shows it flowing into Boggy Bayou. The
1888 map for Walton County shows West Juni-
per Creek flowing from Santa Rosa County and
East Juniper Creek flowing from Walton County
and joining before flowing into Choctawhatchee
Bay. The 1898 and 1900 Florida maps show West
Juniper joining East Juniper Creek and flowing
into Choctawhatchee Bay at Boggy Bayou.

The 1908 Farm Map of Walton Coun-
ty has Turkey Creek flowing into West Juniper
Creek. West Juniper Creek flows into Juniper
Creek. Juniper Creek flows into Boggy Bayou.

Okaloosa County was formed in 1915.
Five years later the 1920 map of Okaloosa
County shows West Juniper Creek and East Juniper
Creek joining and flowing into the Choctawhatchee
Bay at Niceville. The Nathey Estate Adjust-
ment Sub-division Plat of 1927 depicts Juniper
Creek flowing into Boggy Bayou. The 1932

Descendents of mill owner William Nathey.

United States Geological Survey map has West
Juniper Creek flowing into Choctawhatchee
Bay. Maps referenced from 1880, 1882,
1888, 1898, 1900, 1920 and 1932 are on the Uni
versity of South Florida’s Exploring Florida
website.

An excerpt from Niceville’s history
reads: “One such bay was called Boggy Bayou,
named for a great deposit of peat discovered
at the mouth of Juniper Creek.” The history of
the Niceville United Methodist Church from
1913 reads in part: “thirty-one people joined
the Church and were baptized in Juniper Creek
near the head of Boggy Bayou.”

The Twin Cities history from the 1920s

and 1940s when commercial development and
the military first made an economic impact on
the area is well-known. Hopefully this docu-
mented information of Juniper Creek at the
head of Boggy Bayou will evoke discussion
of the early pioneer
settlement of the
area from the 1840s.
The earliest history
of a community is
important as it laid
the foundation for
what came later.
However it will
only be preserved
when intentionally
recognized. &

Okaloosa Directors to Present in Miami

Museum Directors Michelle Severino from the HMNF and Laura Bessinger-Morse
from Fort Walton Beach Heritage Park & Cultural Center will lead a joint session
at the 2008 Florida Association of Museums Annual Conference this September. They
will discuss the issues surrounding municipal and county funded museums in an era of

severe budget cuts. The team will present their proposal for a museum cooperative and its
potential to be utilized as a model statewide. 3
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Lumbering on Choctawhatchee Bay
By: Elisa Nathey Mitchiner

To understand the settlement of this area,
it is important to know the history of the lumber in-
dustry before Okaloosa County was formed in 1915
from portions of Santa Rosa and Walton Counties.
Exporting ship timbers was one of the first indus-
tries in the country. Cypress and cedar trees made
sturdy masts for sailing vessels. House shingles
were made from juniper and pine trees sawed into
lumber. Logging, the felling and preparation of tim-
ber for shipment to sawmills, and shinglegetting —
the procuring and exporting of shingles — are oc-
cupations that drew settlers to Choctawhatchee Bay
in the mid-1800’s. The work was rough, dangerous
and difficult. Situated about mid-way between Pen-
sacola Bay and Freeport, Boggy Bayou on Choc-
tawhatchee Bay, was located at the center of this
busy industry.

In 1908 B. F. Skinner from Wisconsin, one
of several men with extensive lumbering interests,
wrote Reminiscences (Courtesy: Friends of Pace Library website).
He describes the forest near Florida Town, located ten miles south
of Milton in Santa Rosa County, before the lumber business changed
the landscape forever, in the following excerpt. “The trees were very
stately and handsome, most of them forty or fifty feet to the limbs, tree
tops covered with green pine needles which grew in clusters. There was
no underbrush and no obstruction except where some tree had been
burned or blown down, and lay with its long trunk on the ground. One
could drive in any direction in these woods. All that was necessary to
know was the points of the compass. It seemed like sacrilege for man to
come and cut down these magnificent trees. [ wished often, in the years
to come, that I need not do this”.

Skinner had a tugboat brought from Oshkosh to tow lumber
and logs. He writes about his tugboat captain: “I kept him busy towing
logs from Choctawhatchie Bay to the mill. A few months after his ar-
rival at the port he was taken sick while at Freeport ---”. Freeport is in
Walton County.
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MUSEUM EDUCATION AT WORK

- Newly Published Teacher Re-

MUSELIM source Guide The Heritage Muse-
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um of Northwest Florida (HMNF)
announces the availability of the
Teacher Resource and Field Trip
Guide. The 40-page, full-color,
soft cover book is geared toward
fourth grade educators teaching
history using museum collections.
The Guide sponsored by CHEL-
CO, Eglin Federal Credit Union
and ERA Realty presents tours and
education programs that meet the
Florida Sunshine State standards in
social studies for teaching Florida
history.
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In buying land associated with the industry
Skinner wrote: “My experience in 1878 in buy-
ing logs led me to buy the log landings along
the shores of the bay and river, where logs could
be handled by teams and rolled into the water;
then these landings could not be used without
my consent while I owned them. Up to this
time and for several years later, timber lands
in Florida were valued at only fifty cents per
acre, which price, of course, was ridiculously
low. I was aware of that fact, but I think it was
the general impression of the natives that these
lands never would be worth more. They could
secure government land by locating it under the
United States Homestead law, but most of them
failed to do so, because it cost fifteen or twenty
dollars to locate the claim”.

In reflecting on his experiences Skinner ob-
served: “The pine, at this writing in comparison
with 1865, is practically exhausted. Of course
there is a great deal of it still left; enough to give
employment to lumber men for several decades;

but the end is in sight. It seems incredible that these millions of acres of pine
should have been cut off, transferred through the channels of commerce to
other claims, and so few people have been enriched by the process”.

Lee Balkam, Charles Beck (pictured in above photograph),
William Nathey and William Parish were shinglegetters in the 1860’s
(documented by 1870 Walton County census). Some of their descen-
dants homesteaded in the area and contributed to the later development
of Okaloosa County. &

The Guide offers tips on museum etiquette, pre-trip activities includ-
ing practice for perceptual skills and post-trip activities. Written by the
HMNF and fourth grade educators with advice from fourth graders,
the Guide is a valuable tool for maximizing the educational value of
museum visits.

Museum Director Michele Severino emphasized, “A visit to the Heri-
tage Museum can bring the history learned in textbook to life. The
museum experience has the potential to light a spark of enthusiasm in
young learners that can make an impact on their understanding of the
community.”

Excerpts from the Guide are available on the Heritage Museum website
at www.heritage-musuem.org. Guides will be made available to fourth
grade educators in Okaloosa County free of charge. To purchase the
Teacher Resource Guide for $13, or for additional information about
history tours, education programs, and classroom resources for teach-
ers contact Amy Hellmich at (850) 678-2615. &
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Fall 2008 Event

Heritage Alive!
Craft Series

The Heritage Museum of Northwest
Florida keeps traditional handcrafts alive
with its Heritage Alive! Craft Series
sponsored in part by the Okaloosa

Arts Alliance.

Upcoming classes include:

Emerald Coast Woodturning

Guild (ECWG)

Saturday, September 20, 10 am

Located at HMNE, this event is free and
open to the public but seating is limited.
Call (850) 678-2615 to register.

The HMNF will host the Emerald
Coast Woodturning Guild (ECWQG) as
part of its Heritage Alive! Craft
Series. The program is followed by
basic instruction in traditional wood-
turning and woodcraft techniques.
Craftsmen from the ECWG will dem-
onstrate their incredible skills, display
their finely crafted work and answer
questions from visitors. Come and
watch as the saw dust flies!

Traditional Basket Weaving

Small Old Fashioned Tote

September 27 and October 4, 9 am — 2 pm
Location: HMNF

$45 or $40 for members

Letter Basket

November 8, 9 am — 2 pm
Location: HMNF

$35 or $30 for members

Traditional Folk Art Style Painting
First and third Wednesday of September,
October and November, 10 am — 1 pm
Location: HMNE, $30 per class day

Learn folk art, one-stroke technique
and create new projects each class.
Call (850) 678-2615 to register and for a

supply list. %,
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“Bouglas Buck and Walter Spence, Capturing the Bayou

i

_—

History Sandwiched In
Digging Florida with Dr. Jim Miller
Thursday, October 23, 12 noon
Location: HMNF in Valparaiso

Free and open to the public

FLORIDA ¢ «

Humanities

COUNCIL

During Dr. Jim Miller’s visit he’ll provide
a broad overview of Florida archaeol-
ogy and prehistory, highlighting specifics
about the northwest Florida region includ-
ing Okaloosa and Walton counties. For-
merly the Florida State Archaeologist, Dr.
Miller will share a wealth of information
sure to fascinate all Florida residents and
visitors.

This lecture is presented as part of the
Florida: Then and Now series offered in
partnership with Northwest Florida State
College through a grant from the Florida
Humanities Council.

Eglin in the Movies

Presented by Clay T. McCutchan and
Robert B. Kane, Ph.D. from the Air Ar-
mament Center History Office, Eglin Air
Force Base.

Thursday, November 13, 12:00 noon

Free and Open to the Public

Did you know Hollywood has a long
history of making movies right here on the
Emerald Coast? Air Armament Center
historians Clay T. McCutchan and Robert
Kane will host this fun-filled program
featuring some of the best know produc-

like Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo, Twelve
O’Clock High, and Dr. Strangelove. Come
and hear stories (and gossip!) about the
making of these feature films right here
in our own backyard. Space is limited so
call (850) 678-2615 to reserve a seat.

Sounds of the Past: Musical History
of Playground Recording Studios
Thursday, October 2, 6 pm

Location: HMNF

Admission: $5, HMNF members FREE

Built in Valparaiso in 1969, Playground
Recording Studios (PRS) produced nu-
merous artists from a wide variety of mu-
sical backgrounds including many R&B
legends. Through its variety of record
labels, PRS has recorded the sounds of
the south, the soul of the Gulf Coast and
the beat that drives the region! Join PRS
owner Jim Lancaster for a journey through
music history as he presents never before
seen photographs and original recordings
by early talent in Northwest Florida.

Call (850) 678-2615 to reserve a space for
this music history extravaganza! ¥
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Events & Meetings

Upcoming New Exhibit:

Boggy Bayou Wildlife

An Exhibit of Local Wildlife Photography
by Douglas Buck and Walter Spence
October 11 — December 29

Special Program

John Perrine, Valparaiso Founder Visits
Museum. Chicago native and owner of
the Valparaiso Development Company,
John Perrine (a.k.a. Jim Moore) will visit
to discuss new opportunities for land pur-

chase in the Vale of Paradise! Join us
for this one-man show and learn about
the founder of this local community and
his early 20th century adventures in the
Panhandle.

Thursday, September 25, 7 pm
Location: HMNF
Admission: $5, FREE for Members

Yard Sale Spectacular

with the Niceville-Valparaiso Kiwanis Club
Saturday, September 20, 9 am — 2 pm
Location: HMNF

Visit and find great bargains on a vast array
ofitems - furniture, accessories, children’s
toys and much more. Preserve the past by
donating whatever you are past needing.
Donations will be accepted from Septem-
ber 16 through September 20 during mu-

seum hours or by appointment. Space for
sellers is also available for a $10 donation
per 10°x10° space. Sellers must pre-pay
and reserve a space by September 18. To
reserve a space & make a donation, visit
the HMNF or call at (850) 678-2615.

Pioneer Day at Rocky Bayou State Park
Saturday, November 1, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Location: Fred Gannon Rocky Bayou
State Park - Free and open to the public.
The Department of Environmental Pro-
tection’s Fred Gannon Rocky Bayou State
Park is gearing up for their fall Pioneer
Day event. This event is sponsored by the
Friends of Emerald Coast State Parks in
partnership with the Heritage Museum of
Northwest Florida. The event provides
an opportunity to learn about our pioneer
heritage in the natural setting of “The
Real Florida.” There will be exhibits
with hands-on activities include candle-
dipping, rag doll making, weaving and
campfire cooking demonstrations. Other
special activities include live dulcimer
and flute music, quilting, and storytelling.
Families are encouraged to bring lawn
chairs and picnics to enjoy beside the bay-
ou. One of the highlights is the restored
late 1800’s chuck wagon. You don’t want
to miss it! Contact: (850) 833-9144 or
anker1729@aol.com for more informa-
tion or to volunteer.

Annual Tradewinds Wine Tasting
Sunday, November 2, 3 pm

Location: Tradewinds Restaurant,

205 Government Avenue in Niceville
Great wine, great food, great way to
help save history! Get your tickets now
for the popular Tradewinds Wine Tast-
ing to benefit the Heritage Museum of
Northwest Florida. Guests will sample
wines various regions, Tradewinds deli-
cacies and receive a HMNF souvenir.
A silent auction will feature fishing
trips, weekend get-a-ways, wine, art and
more. Tickets are $30 and may be pur-
chased at Tradewinds Restaurant and at
the HMNF or, by calling (850) 678-2615.
Don’t miss this opportunity to help save
our local history!

Save these Dates:

Yule of Yesteryear: A Holiday Tradition
Saturday, December 13, 10 am - 4 pm
Free and open to public

Holiday Victorian Tea

Saturday, December 13, 2 pm

Call (850)678-2615 to register for this
popular history

education program.

Tickets: $10, HMNF members $5

33rd Annual Saturday in the Park
Saturday, April 25, 2009, 9 am — 5 pm
A Free Community Festival!

Vendors, sponsors & volunteers needed!
Call (850) 678-2615 for details.

Panhandle Heritage 5K & Kids’ 1 Mile
Fun Run — Race to Save Our History!
Saturday, April 25, 2009

7 am start time

Sponsors and volunteers needed!
Call (850) 678-2615 for more information.

Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County
Monthly Meetings, 10 a.m. at the HMNF:

Dale Cox
The Battle of Marianna
Thelma Phillips
Visit to the LDS Library in FWB
Judy Bennett

“Puttin’ Flesh on Dem Bones”

Sep 13
Oct 11
Nov 8
Panhandle Historic Preservation
Alliance - Meeting Notice

The next meeting of the PHPA is Octo-

ber 6 at 2 p.m. at the Heritage Museum
individuals and organizational repre-

sentatives are invited to attend as the

PANHANDLE

group seeks
to strengthen
advocacy and
funding  for
preservation
activities in the

region. ¥

HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
ALLTANCE
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